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IN THE COUNTY COURT OF THE NINETEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT,

IN AND FOR OKEЕСНОВЕE COUNTY, STATE OF FLORIDA

MICHAEL K. DIXON,

PAUL J. HOULIHAN, III,

A. HOPKINS KENNEMER, JR., and

GEORGE T. WARD, as members of

Indian Hammock Hunt and Riding Club, Inc.,

Plaintiffs,

CASE NO.: 472026CC000010A

V.

INDIAN HAMMOCK HUNT

AND RIDING CLUB, INC.,

a Florida not for profit corporation,

Defendant.

ORDER ON PLAINTIFFS' MOTION FOR TEMPORARY INJUNCTION

This cause came before the Court at an evidentiary hearing held on March 2, 2026, upon
Plaintiffs' Motion for Temporary Injunction, seeking to enjoin Defendant from enforcing
amendments to the Hunting Program Standard Operating Procedures ("SOP") adopted in 2025 and

2026, and to compel reinstatement of the Indian Hammock Hunt SOP as adopted in August, 2024

pending the outcome of this case or further order of the Court.

The parties by way of written Stipulation have waived the Court's offer of recusal which

has been made part of the Court's Docket.

FINDINGS OF FACT

1. Defendant, Indian Hammock Hunt and Riding Club, Inc. (the "Association"), is a

Florida not-for-profit corporation operating a homeowner's association, "[t]he purpose for which

the Club is 'organized' is to manage, operate and maintain an exclusive private hunting and
recreational facility comprised of real property located in Okeechobee County, Florida..." under

Chapter 720, Florida Statutes. See Article II of the Articles of Incorporation of Indian Hammock

Hunt and Riding Club, Inc. Its governing documents the First Amended and Restated

Declaration of Restrictions ("Declaration"), Bylaws, and Articles of Incorporation-vest the Board

of Directors (the "Board") with exclusive authority to manage facilities and adopt reasonable rules.

2. The Declaration, Article III, Section 3, authorizes the Association to "promulgate

from time to time such reasonable rules and regulations governing the use and enjoyment of the

Common Area and the Residential Lots as it deems necessary or desirable, including rules and
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regulations which may limit or temporarily prohibit the use of certain facilities and/or property

(the 'Rules')."

3. The Defendant, Indian Hammock Hunt and Riding Club, Inc. was created in the

mid-1970's and has offered to its members and guests a variety of outdoor recreational activities

including, but not limited to, game bird hunting. Indian Hammock Hunt and Riding Club, Inc. is

a licensed hunting preserve under the laws of the State of Florida.

4. This action alleges Defendant's amendments to the Indian Hammock Hunt

Standard Operating Procedures (SOP) violate Fla. Stat. $720.304(1), are unreasonable and
improperly adopted. A witness stated that throughout Defendant's history since 1974, Defendant

has permitted Indian Hammock Member Hunters and invited guests to hunt released birds, and

Defendant has been a licensed hunting preserve under the State of Florida.

5. Over the years, Defendant has created and enacted standard operative procedures
(SOP's) that create rules and regulations governing the use and enjoyment of the facilities and/or

property.

6. In March, 2025, the Indian Hammock Hunt SOP prohibited all invited guests from

accompanying Indian Hammock Member Hunters on a released bird hunt, required that an insured

guide be present, including while catching and releasing the birds, eliminating quail hunting in two

of the only three quail hunting fields, thereby leaving only a single quail field, prohibited the
release of chukar and prohibited the release of pheasant resulting in a scheduled pheasant hunt not

to occur, even though such is permitted to be released by the Florida Wildlife Commission in
licensed game preserve.

a

7. In October 2025, Defendant adopted additional amendments to the Indian

Hammock Hunt SOP that allowed a nominal number of invited guests, specifically, only two
guests per year and only one per day. Defendant tendered the Treasurer of Indian Hammock's

Board of Directors, a witness who testified that the reason for prohibiting quail hunting in Hunt
Area was unsafe, however, admitted that Hunt Area was open for hunting whitetail deer and

turkeys using a shotgun, which is the same firearm that would be used in quail hunting in the same

area. The Court notes that buckshot uses fewer, large lead pellets intended for big game (deer)

offering high penetration. Birdshot uses dozens of tiny, lightweight pellets for small game and

bird hunting.

8. As a result of the SOP of March 2025 and October 2025, the Defendant has

effectively eliminated game bird hunting while allowing similar activities to be enjoyed on the

property.

9. The ultimate issue in this litigation is the recent SOP's and the rules and regulations

resulting from these SOP's violated Fla. Stat. §720.304.

to10. In order for the Court to grant a Temporary Injunction, the Court is required

determine: (1) irreparable harm will result if the temporary injunction is not entered, (2) an
adequate remedy at law is unavailable, (3) there is a substantial likelihood of success on the merits,








